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Ukraine: EU must protect all children fleeing the war
Humanitarian corridors needed 

Brussels , 12.04.2022, 13:02 Time

USPA NEWS - Ukraine: EU must protect all children fleeing the war

Humanitarian corridors needed to save children and families in Ukraine

Registration is key to prevent risk of trafficking and illegal adoptions

Vulnerable children should be identified at EU borders and guardians appointed quickly for unaccompanied children

They should have the same access to education and health services as other children in the host countries

MEPs call for children fleeing war in Ukraine to be given safe passage and for assistance for those internally displaced or unable to
leave areas under siege.

With 509 votes to 3 and 47 abstentions, the European Parliament adopted on Thursday a resolution recalling various measures
necessary to protect children and young people fleeing violence and facilitate their integration into host country communities.

“Every child has the right to be protected from violence, exploitation and abuse”, say MEPs, calling on EU countries to protect children
from the risk of trafficking, illegal adoption and other types of abuse.

They recommend that child protection officers be present at the borders to be able to swiftly and accurately identify vulnerable
children, record their identity and nationality as well as their specific needs. Services, such as psychosocial support, maternal health
support, protection against gender-based violence, family tracing and support for family reunification should be offered within the
national child protection systems along with full access to all basic services and appropriate care.

Unaccompanied and separated children and children in institutional care should have a guardian appointed. Child protection services
in the country of their reception should continuously monitor them for their well-being and whereabouts after their arrival in the EU, the
resolution states.

Host countries should ensure they have the same access to education and health services as other children in the host countries,
insist MEPs. They also advocate for relocation mechanisms that prioritise family reunification and the relocation of vulnerable children,
such as for example the solidarity mechanism for medical transfers within the EU of children and young people in need of immediate
life-saving treatment and therapy.

MEPs call on EU countries to make the best use of available EU funds to support the socio-economic integration of refugees and
protect them from discrimination and social exclusion. If necessary.
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