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National Conference On “˜Gaushalas´ Inaugurated
Need To Protect Pasture Lands Emphasized

New Delhi, India, 19.05.2016, 19:33 Time

USPA NEWS - The Minister of State for Environment, Forest and Climate Change (Independent Charge), Mr. Prakash Javadekar
addressing at the inaugural session of the National Conference on “˜Gaushalas´, organised by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change and Department of Animal Husbandry.

The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change and Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying & Fisheries organized a day-
long national conference on “˜Gaushalas´ (cowsheds) on May 16.

Speaking on the occasion, Minister of State (Independent Charge) of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Mr. Prakash
Javadekar, said that villages were traditionally planned in such a manner that there were facilities for human beings and fodder for
animals.

He invited suggestions from the participants for the kind of policy-based decisions that can be taken to improve the situation. The
Minister said that the draft of a policy is being prepared, which will include a provision to provide protein-rich fodder free of cost to the
people living in villages adjoining the jungles. The Environment Minister also emphasized the need to protect pasture lands. He also
suggested that if there is 500 acres of land, 25 acres be set aside for growing good quality grass and fodder.

Mr. Javadekar said that the technical sessions will discuss three issues ““ (i) how to increase the milk productivity of Indian cows; (ii)
Making provision for feed, fodder and ancillary requirements for Indian cows and (iii) Management of cows in the post-productive
phase.

Addressing the gathering, Union Minister of Agriculture, Mr. Radha Mohan Singh said that livestock are the backbone of the rural
economy. He said that livestock forms the basis of occupation of 60 million people. The Minister also pointed out that the distribution of
livestock is much more balanced than distribution of land in rural economy.

The Agriculture Minister said that there are 19 crore livestock in the country, which is about 14per cent of the world´s livestock and out
of this, 15 crore are indigenous livestock. He also emphasized that the government has granted funds to establish National Breeding
Centres for the promotion and protection of indigenous livestock. He said that the government has granted Rs 582 crore in the last two
years for the promotion and protection of indigenous livestock.

Mr. Singh also referred to the average annual increase in milk production over 10 years was 4.62 per cent in India, while it was 2.2 per
cent in the world. He stated that the annual increase in milk production for 2014-15 & 2015-16 is 9.59 per cent. “˜While the availability
of milk the world over is 296 grams, in India it is 340 grams´, Mr. Singh added.

Secretary, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Mr. Ajay Narayan Jha made the welcome remarks. A Power Point
presentation on “Special characteristics of indigenous cattle & strategies to improve their productivity“� was also made on the
occasion.

Picture Description: The Minister of State for Environment, Forest and Climate Change (Independent Charge), Mr. Prakash Javadekar
addressing at the inaugural session of the National Conference on “˜Gaushalas´, organised by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change and Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying & Fisheries, in New Delhi on May 16, 2016.
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