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EIGHT NEW SITES INSCRIBED ON WORLD HERITAGE LIST OF UNESCO
40TH SESSION COMMITTEE

Paris, Washington DC, 18.07.2016, 05:06 Time

USPA NEWS - The World Heritage Committee, on the last afternoon of its 40th session which opened on 10 July, inscribed eight new
sites on the List: one transnational site (in Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan), and others in Canada, Chad, China, Iraq, Iran,
Mexico and Sudan.

THE EIGHT NEEWLY INSCRIBED NATURAL SITES ARE THE FOLLOWING--------------------------------------------------
Hubei Shennongjia (China)“”Located in Hubei Province, in central-eastern China, the site consists of two components:
Shennongding/Badong to the west and Laojunshan to the east. It protects the largest primary forests remaining in Central China and
provides habitat for many rare animal species, such as the Chinese Giant Salamander, the Golden or Snub-nosed Monkey, the
Clouded Leopard, Common Leopard and the Asian Black Bear. Hubei Shennongjia is one of three centres of biodiversity in China. The
site features prominently in the history of botanical research and was the object of international plant collecting expeditions in the 19th
and 20th centuries.---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Mistaken Point (Canada) ““ This fossil site is located at the south-eastern tip of the island of Newfoundland, in eastern Canada. It
consists of a narrow, 17 km-long strip of rugged coastal cliffs. Of deep marine origin, these cliffs date to the Edicarean Period
(580-560 million years ago), representing the oldest known assemblages of large fossils anywhere. These fossils illustrate a
watershed in the history of life on earth: the appearance of large, biologically complex organisms, after almost three billion years of
micro-dominated evolution. ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Archipielgo de Revillagigedo (Mexico) ““ Located in the eastern Pacific Ocean, this archipelago is made up of four remote islands and
their surrounding waters: San Benedicto, Socorro, Roca Partida and Clarión. This archipelago is part of a submerged mountain range,
with the four islands representing the peaks of volcanoes emerging above sea level. The islands provide critical habitat for a range of
wildlife and are of particular importance for seabirds. The surrounding waters have a remarkable abundance of large pelagic species,
such as manta rays, whales, dolphins and sharks.

Sanganeb Marine National Park and Dungonab Bay - Mukkawar Island Marine National Park (Sudan) ““ The property consists of two
separate areas: Sanganeb is an isolated, coral reef structure in the central Red Sea and the only atoll, 25 km off the shoreline of
Sudan. The second element of the property is made up of Dungonab Bay and Mukkawar Island, situated 125 km north of Port Sudan.
It includes a highly diverse system of coral reefs, mangroves, seagrass beds, beaches and islets. The site provides a habitat for
populations of seabirds, marine mammals, fish, sharks, turtles and manta rays. Dungonab Bay also has a globally significant
population of dugongs. Lut Desert (Islamic Republic of Iran) ““ The Lut Desert, or Dasht-e-Lut, is located in the south-east of the
country. Between June and October, this arid subtropical area is swept by strong winds, which transport sediment and cause aeolian
erosion on a colossal scale. Consequently, the site presents some of the most spectacular examples of aeolian yardang landforms
(massive corrugated ridges). It also contains extensive stony deserts and dune fields. The property represents an exceptional example
of ongoing geological processes. Western Tien-Shan (Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan)“”The transnational site is located in the
Tien-Shan mountain system, one of the largest mountain ranges in the world. Western Tien-Shan is situated at an altitude of 700 to
4,503m. It features diverse landscapes, which are home to exceptionally rich biodiversity. It is of global importance as a centre of
origin for a number of cultivated fruit crops and is home to a great diversity of forest types and unique plant community associations.
THE NEW MIXED CULTURAL SITES ARE FOLLOWS--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Ennedi Massif: Natural and Cultural Landscape (Chad)“”In the northeast of the country, the sandstone Ennedi Massif has been
sculpted by water and wind erosion over time into a plateau featuring canyons and valleys that present a spectacular landscape
marked by cliffs, natural arches and pitons. In the largest canyons, the permanent presence of water plays an essential role in the
Massif´s ecosystem, sustaining flora and fauna as well as human life. Thousands of images have been painted and carved into the
rock surface of caves, canyons and shelters, presenting one of the largest ensembles of rock art in the
Sahara.------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The Ahwar of Southern Iraq: Refuge of Biodiversity and the Relict Landscape of the Mesopotamian Cities (The Republic of Iraq)“”The
Ahwar is made up of seven sites: three archaeological sites and four wetland marsh areas in southern Iraq. The archaeological cities
of Uruk and Ur and the Tell Eridu archaeological site form part of the remains of the Sumerian cities and settlements that developed in
southern Mesopotamia between the 4th and the 3rd millennium BCE in the marshy delta of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. The Ahwar



of Southern Iraq ““ also known as the Iraqi Marshlands ““ are unique, as one of the world´s largest inland delta systems, in an
extremely hot and arid environment.
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